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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mark your calendars now:
ISASH 2019 Annual Conference
Des Moines, Iowa
June 24-27
American Society of
Agricultural & Biological
Engineers (ASABE)
Boston, MA
July 7-10
Agricultural Health & Safety
Course for Medical and Safety
Professions
Omaha, NE
July 9-12
Child Ag Injury Prevention
Workshop
Hershey, PA
September 16-18
Progressive Agriculture Safety
Days (Various Dates)
https://www.progressiveag.org
/SafetyDays.cgi

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS!
North American Agricultural Safety Summit, Raising
Safety 2020: Cultivating a Culture of Safety
Summit Dates: March 19-20, 2020
Location: Bally’s, Las Vegas, NV
Description: The summit will match evidence-based safety
interventions with production practices and emerging safety issues.
Network with agricultural safety and agribusiness leaders; gain
access to best practices and programs for agricultural workers.
Hosted by the Agricultural Safety and Health Council of America
(ASHCA).
Audience: Safety/risk managers, producers, agri-businesses,
human resource managers, academic and industry safety
researchers and experts, safety supply and compliance providers,
Extension, media.
Abstract Submission Deadline: November 20, 2019
Abstract Submission Details: http://ashca.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/ASHCA20-Call-For-Abstracts.pdf

Summit Page: http://ashca.org/2020-safety-summit/

Safety Culture: Building from
the Top Down
by Joel H. Sherman
VP Safety & Regulatory Affairs
Grimmway Farms

My last column dealt with the concept of safety culture and
its importance to the success or failure of a safety
program. This month’s column will explore the first basic
building block of a safety culture --- management
commitment.
When a contractor sets out to build something, it isn’t very
often that he or she starts construction from the top down.
Buildings generally need a strong foundation upon which
the structure will rest. The upper floors will come later,
after the foundation has been laid. But when it comes to
building a safety culture, the project needs to start at the
top, working its way down from senior management,
through various management and supervisory levels, to
the employees on the line.
There are practical reasons for this top down approach.
Safety is an investment and pays dividends in the long
run. But, like all investments, a good safety program will
require the expenditure of capital. Money will have to be
spent for the program to succeed, sometimes quite a lot.
Since the allocation of capital tends to be the purview of
upper management, “buy-in” from the senior team will be
critical, and not just for the obvious financial reasons.

Click Here to read Joel's entire article!

ASHCA joined with 155 other
organizations in a joint letter of support
from the "Friends of NIOSH" sent to the
House and Senate Labor HHS
Appropriations Subcommittees. We
support the funding of NIOSH in the
Fiscal Year 2020 Labor, Health and
Human Services Appropriations bill.
Click here to see a copy of the letter.

Firefighter among 7
hospitalized with 'lifethreatening injuries' after
ammonia spill in Beach Park
By Katherine Rosenberg-Douglas, Frank
Abderholden and Yadira Sanchez OlsonContact
Reporters
Chicago Tribune

READ ENTIRE ARTICLE HERE

Increased grain bin hazards
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can result from recent floods
OMAHA, Neb. — Grain and grain bins pose many safety hazards
during normal conditions. Safety risks are even higher once
damaged by floodwaters.
Assembling appropriate and effective personal protective equipment
(PPE) should be the first step in all grain bin reclamation activities,
according to the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC).
“Use of respirators (dust masks) and goggles or some form of eye
protection is critical,” said Aaron Yoder, Ph.D., associate professor at
the UNMC of Public Health. “An N95 mask or one that provides
even greater protection is crucial for protecting you from mold and
other bacteria that may be growing in wet grain or inside a
compromised bin.”
National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
certified dust masks will have a NIOSH (N) rating on the mask and
will have two straps to ensure a proper fit. A mask labeled as N95
removes at least 95 percent of airborne particles. Dust masks are
available in N99, and N100 efficiency levels.
Click here to read the entire article.

Registration is now open!
Please join us for the 9th annual –
Agricultural Health and Safety
Course for Medical and Safety
Professionals
Session A — Agricultural Health: July 9-10, 2019
Session B — Agricultural Safety and Prevention: July 11-12,
2019
Session C — Special Topics: begins July 9, 2019 (Online)
Location: UNMC College of Public Health 519 South 40th
Plaza Circle, Omaha, Nebraska
*Live session are available via Zoom
This course is intended for professionals who work with or
have an interest in agricultural health and safety
including physicians, nurses, emergency medical
responders, physician assistants, health educators,

advanced practice nurses, Ag extension, migrant health
clinicians, physical therapists, insurance specialists,
veterinarians, public health students, health professions
students and safety professionals.
The agenda and a Save the Date card are attached. For
additional information and to register
visit:https://www.unmc.edu/cce/catalog/clinicmed/agme
d/index.html
Register by May 31, 2019 to receive the ‘early bird’
discount!
Contact Ellen for information regarding off-site group
discounts. Ellen.duysen@unmc.edu

Click Here to read about the program and
link to registration.

Articles of Interest
Ammonia spill underscores farm safety push
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/article/Ammonia-spillunderscores-farm-safety-push-13843178.php
Kansas Teen Dies in Farming Accident, Authorities Say
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/kansas/articles/201904-09/kansas-teen-dies-in-farming-accident-authorities-say
Teen hit, killed by pipe in farming accident
https://www.wgal.com/article/teen-hit-killed-by-pipe-in-farmingaccident/27325560
Look up and live’: SaskPower kicks off farm safety
campaignhttps://globalnews.ca/news/5225748/look-up-and-livesaskpower-kicks-off-farm-safety-campaign/

Former Oregon State Police trooper killed in farm accident
near Albany
https://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwestnews/2019/05/former-oregon-state-police-trooper-killed-in-farmaccident-near-albany.html
Farm safety inspections halve despite dangers
https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/ireland/farmsafety-inspections-halve-despite-dangers-923763.html
U of M educates youth in farm safety, offers certification
program
https://www.crookstontimes.com/news/20190513/u-of-meducates-youth-in-farm-safety-offers-certification-program
Farm safety encouraged as spring begins
https://www.journal-republican.com/news/farm-safetyencouraged-as-spring-begins/article_47695800-6dda-11e9-8cdae3e68407ef91.html
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